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Give Your King the Royal Treatment
He Comes Mighty and Majestic yet Humble and Gracious.
 

 

28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.  29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here.  31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them.  33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it.  36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
 
A story is told of Jahangir, Mughal emperor from the 17th century, who reigned over what is present day India. The emperor Jahangir once paid a visit to his brother-in-law on New Year's Day. To celebrate the event, his brother-in-law carpeted the road between his house and the palace with gold tapestries and rich velvets, so that the royal entourage would not have to touch the ground.  Today we say "Roll out the red carpet" or "the red-carpet treatment" to indicate the conferring of honor and prestige.  
 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky, rolled out the red carpet not too long ago.  Actor Orlando Bloom and director Cameron Crowe were in town to film an upcoming movie.  All sorts of media covered the stories.  Hundreds of teenage girls lined the streets, holding “I love Orlando” signs, pens ready for autographs, cameras set to snap a candid of their star.  Are movie stars and directors worthy of all that fuss?  All you need to do is throw on some makeup and act like someone else in front of camera and you get paid millions.  When only the director shows up for the premier of the movie and the star does not, is he deserving of our praise?  When the movie does terribly at the box office are they worthy of our red carpet treatment?    
 
The citizens of Jerusalem once rolled out the red carpet for a King.  Was this King deserving of their praise and honor?  As we study this text from St. Luke we’ll see that we too, along with the children of Jerusalem, the disciples and the pilgrims will give our King Jesus the royal treatment, because he comes with might and majesty, yet is humble and gracious.    
 
I.  He comes mighty and majestic 

You look at Bill Gates and you might think, “What’s so special about this guy?  He wears casual clothes, looks kind of nerdy, he doesn’t have the greatest hair-do.”  And yet he wields much power, because he has much money.  In our Gospel for today Jesus wields great power, and it’s not because he was floating in Benjamin’s.  He appears to be an ordinary man, even lowly and poor, humble and nothing special about him.  He will soon be arrested, tortured, pinned to a cross and die.  And yet despite all this he still retains royal power.  He is still mighty and majestic.  
 
He demonstrates his might as the majestic King in his instructions to two of his disciples.  How did Jesus know there was a donkey tied up in the village ahead?  How did he know that no one had ever ridden on it before?  How could he have predicted with such precision what the owners would say and how they would respond to two guys taking their donkey?  Jesus is still King.  He shows his might and majesty as the omniscient (all-knowing) God-Man.  Not only did Jesus know what the disciples would encounter in the village, he knew that by carrying out this act, he was fulfilling a 400-year-old prophecy (Zech 2:8,9).  Jesus demonstrates his might as the majestic King.  Everything that Jesus promised comes true.  
 
Out of respect and honor for their mighty King the disciples, a hoard of children, a crowd of pilgrims and citizens of Jerusalem roll out the red carpet.  The disciples make an impromptu saddle with their outer robes.  As he approaches the royal city they laid down their cloaks on the road before him.  The other gospel writers tell us that many ran to cut palm branches to lay them on the road before the King.  
 
The disciples then begin to shout praises to the King.  Luke tells us why, “…for all the miracles they had seen.”  Just a week prior, Jesus had called his good friend Lazarus out of his grave.  A couple of days ago in nearby Jericho Jesus had given sight to blind Bartimaeus.  Not to mention all of the other miracles they had seen their Lord perform, they could not help but shout, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  The other gospel writers tell us that they also sang, “Hosanna!” (which means “Save!”) “Hosanna to the son of David!”  By their words they acknowledged that Jesus was in fact the mighty and majestic Messiah the LORD had promised to their forefathers, the one for whom they had waited for centuries.  Through their songs they recognized that Jesus would bring peace and glory.  There were some, even among his own disciples, who believed the Messiah would bring political stability and establish a kingdom of glory on earth.  But there were those who understood the Old Testament prophecies correctly.  They were waiting for the one who would save them from their sins, spiritual peace and glory.  The followers of the Messiah had all the more reason to praise their King at the end of that week, when payment for salvation would be complete by his death, when eternal life would be secured by his resurrection.
 
What a glorious reception for the majestic and mighty King!  Sadly, we know the rest of the story.  We know that in just five short days, some of these in the crowd would change their chant.  Instead of “Hosanna!” they shouted, “Crucify!  Crucify!”  For as they beheld the man Jesus they saw no pomp, no glory, no army, no power, no salvation, just a wretched man.  The Messiah would not allow himself to be humiliated like this!  How quickly these people praised Jesus, lauded him as King, and then turned around and denied him!  
 
You and I don’t do that, do we?  Do we praise Jesus, glorify him as King and then, just as quickly, turn around and deny him?  Did you know, statistically, the Sunday after Easter Sunday is the poorest attended service of the church year?  Why is that?  We praise and glorify our Savior with trumpets, tambourine, hand drum, the choir sounds marvelous, the piano and organ sound like a carnival, the voices of the congregation blast away, “I know that my Redeemer lives!”  And then, and then….the next Sunday, where is everyone?  We praise Jesus and laud him as our King when the pastor is preaching.  But when I leave to go out-of-town on a weekend, and come back and look at the attendance roster, I wonder, where did everyone go?  What happened?  I’m not at all flattered that you all show up when I preach and then when I’m not you don’t show up.  It’s not about me.  It’s not about the man.  It’s about the message that he brings from the treasure chest of God’s storeroom.  We praise Jesus one Sunday and then the next we don’t come at all because there’s a big race or football game on that we just can’t miss.  We praise Jesus and glorify him as King on Sunday morning!  Then, we turn around and with that same mouth use his name to curse someone, to swear needlessly, or to lie.  We praise Jesus and acknowledge him as Savior on Sunday morning!  We hear his call to be faithful with his Word, to start a family devotion time, to be more active in Bible study. Yes, yes dear King!  And then, we turn around and do just the opposite.  We let something else take more importance.  And we might think to ourselves, “But I had the right attitude!  He’ll at least be happy that I thought about it!  At least I tried.”  
 
Do you think that you can hide this mockery from your King?  As we learned in the first half of this story, Jesus is your mighty King.  He knows all things. He hears and sees all things.  He has every right to say to you and to me, “Here I am riding into Jerusalem to die for you and this is how you thank me?  You are no better than those who shouted, “Crucify!”  No, you ought to be crucified for turning your back on me.  Should the Father have turned his back on me?  No, he should turn his back on you!  None of this peace you sing about ought to be for you.  Why do you turn your back on your God and Savior?”  You and I certainly deserve that rebuke. We are certainly worthy of no peace.  Rejection by the Father is justified.      

 

II.   Yet Humble and Gracious

These are the words and actions we expect from a righteous God and Savior, who demands complete obedience to his law, who requires total dedication to him on our part.    

 

But….we see what that righteous God does for us to rescue us from our warranted condemnation.  He rides into Jerusalem with majesty and might and yet with grace and humility.  “In lowly pomp ride on to die,” we just sang.  In Zachariah’s prophecy he said, “See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey.”  Here comes the King!  Meek, humble and gentle?  Meek sounds like a synonym for wimp, one who lacks spirit.  But no, that does not fit Jesus.  He is gentle and humble of his own will.  He could rebuke storms, drive out demons, walk unscathed through mob of murderous enemies, raise the dead – he had unlimited divine power, but he renounced this power in order to carry out his mission as Christ, Messiah, as we heard in the second lesson from Paul’s letter to the Philippians 2, “He emptied himself.”    

 

In humility he is carried into town on a beast of burden, so that he in turn can carry the burden of your sin, your sins of turning your back on him, your sins of denying him.  He rides on to be humiliated, to be mocked, to be treated not like the King of kings, and he does this to remove the guilt from your soul.  He rides on to set aside the glory of his crown and put on shame, abuse and disgrace so that you might not be abused for eternity.  He rides on as your King to be nailed to a cross, to be abandoned by his Father, so that you might not be abandoned by him.  He rides on as your King to bring peace.  Some thought this Messiah had come to bring political peace.  Instead, the Messiah brought spiritual peace to soothe and ease your guilty conscience.  He brought peace to reestablish a relationship that was ruined by our sin.  Now, there is peace between sinful mankind and the one, true, holy God.  There is peace in heaven, as the people sang.  There is glory given to God for carrying out his plan of salvation.  

 

The disciples praised him for all the miracles they had seen.  You have all the more reason to praise him this week, Holy Week, for you will see that on Maundy Thursday your Lord provided a special heavenly meal for you, to reassure you and give you physical evidence that he did shed his blood and offer his body for your sins, to give your conscience peace, to know that your sins are forgiven.  On Good Friday you will see that your salvation has been completed, the all-sufficient sacrifice has paid for your sins in full.  These services make next Sunday all the more special and all the more joyous, and give us even more reason to praise him.  You will see that because he lives who once was dead, you too will be raised from death.  You have been given eternal life in heaven through his resurrection on Easter Sunday.  

 

Your King is certainly worthy of the red carpet treatment.  He established peace between you and the Father.  He purchased salvation for you.  He won eternal life for you.  So now, be glad to hear his word, receive his body and blood with joy!  Give him the glory and honor, praise and thanks!  Play the guitar, sound the trumpet!  Your king has come!   Shout with loud hosannas!  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest to the King!  Amen. 

